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42 females, 5 were in ill-health and 15 were debilitated.
Regarding the mental state of the patients 16 males pre-
’sented definite symptoms of general paralysis of the insane.
.and the relation of mania to melancholia was 38 to 27 for the

males, and 24 to 15 for the females. The proportion of
Tecoveries to admissions was 28 81 per cent. for the males,
28 57 per cent. for the females, and 28 73 per cent. for the
two sexes. This is 29 39 per cent below the average recovery
rate of the four previous years for this asylum, and 11 65 per
- cent. lower than the average recovery rate for the county
and borough asylums of England and Wales for 1891. This
low rate is to a large extent attributable to the admission of
cases in bad bodily health and of chronic cases which would
otherwise have been unlikely to recover. The proportion of
deaths per cent. to the daily average numbers resident was 10
-for the males, 6’97 for the females and 8 45 for the two sexes.
The average mortality, similarly calculated, for the county
and borough asylums of England and Wales in 1891 was 10 41
per cent. Interesting charts are given showing the yearly
fluctuations in the admissions, recoveries and deaths since
the opening of the asylum in 1866.

Worcester(City and County) Lunatic Asylum -The number
of inmates in this asylum on Dec. 31st, 1892, was 926, of whom
407 were males and 519 females, the daily average number
resident being 882. In only 42 per cent. of the admissions
was there any hope that recovery would ensue and in many of
these the probability was a very slender one. The per-
- centage of recoveries was 25 2 for the males and 40 7 for the
females. The percentage of deaths on the daily average
mumber resident was 12’4 for the males, 5 6 for the females
and 8 5 for both sexes. Of the 75 deaths, 26 were due
to diseases of the brain and spinal cord and 33 to
- diseases of the heart and lungs, the remaining 16 being due to
other diseases. One inquest was held. It was upon a female

patient, who stated, both before she left home and soon after
she was admitted to the asylum, that she had thrust a darning
needle into her stomach in the hope of committing suicide.
Successive examinations failed to discover the presence of a

needle, although from time to time the patient had various sym-
ptoms of obscure oiigin. After several months she improved
somewhat, but in the early part of the year phthisis developed,
from which she died about a year after admission. A post-
mortem examination was made and a large darning needle was
discovered, being partly embedded in the liver and partly lying
between that organ and the ribs. The verdict of the jury was
that "E. W- died from tubercular disease of the lungs
and all other organs." Though not directly, the needle was
’indirectly, the cause of death, for the irritation and suppura-
tion which it set up caused disease of the abdominal glands,
which ultimately resulted in phthisis.
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HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 5280 births
and 4481 deaths were registered during the week ending
Dec. 30th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had declined from 28 6 to 24 7 per 1000 in the preceding
,three weeks, further fell last week to 22 6. In London the rate
was 23 3 per 1000, while it averaged 22-2 in the thirty-
two provincial towns. The lowest rates in these towns were
15 6 in Preston, 16’4 in Blackburn, 167 in Leicester, 171 in
Portsmouth, and 17’8 in Swansea ; the highest rates were
25.2 in Sunderland, 26-3 in Liverpool, 27 0 in Brighton, 28-6
in Birkenbead, and 49 3 in Plymouth. The 4481 deaths
included 487 which were referred to the principal zymotic
’diseases, against 545 and 487 in the preceding two

weeks; of these, 150 resulted from whooping-cough, 101
from diphtheria, 85 from measles, 51 from "fever" (prin- 
cipally enteric), 49 from scarlet fever, 38 from diarrhoea,
and 13 from small-pox. No fatal case of any of these ’,
diseases occurred last week in Brighton or in Swansea ; in
the other towns they caused the lowest death-rates in
Leicester, Bolton, and Huddersfield, and the highest rates in
Salford, Oldham, Birkenhead, and Plymouth. The greatest
mortality from measles occurred in Salford, Birkenhead, and
Norwich; from whooping-cough in Hull, Bristol, Birkenhead,
and Plymouth ; and from "fever" in Sunderland. The

mortality from scarlet fever showed no marked excess in any
of the large towns. The 101 deaths from diphtheria included
’79 in London, 3 in Manchester, 3 in Sheffield, and 3 in New-

castle-upnn-Tyne. Five fatal cases of small-pox were regis-
tered in Birmingham, 3 in Bristol, 3 in Bradford, and 1 each
in Nottingham and in Oldham, but not one in London or in any
other of the thirty-three large towns. The number of small-

pox patients in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and
in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital, which had been 128,
118. and 100 at the end of the preceding three weeks, had
further declined to 93 on Saturday last, the 30th ult ; 14 new
cases were admitted during the week, against 22 and 23 in
the preceding two weeks The Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals
and the London Fever Hospital contaired 2988 scarlet fever
patients on the same date. against 3129 3102, and 2993 at
the end of the preceding three weeks; 26  new cases were
admitted during the last week, against 295 and 285 in the
preceding two weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of
the respiratory organs in London, which had declined from
841 to 635 in the preceding three weeks, further fell to 516
last week, and were 104 below the corrected average. The
causes of 101, or 2 3 per cent., of the deaths in the thirty-
three towns were not certified either by a registered medical
practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death were
duly certified in Portsmouth, Cardiff. Bolton, Sunderland,
and in five other smaller towns; the largest proportions of
uncertified deaths were registered in West Ham, Birmingham,
Leicester, Preat.jn, and Hull.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had declined from 27’8 to 22-3 per 1000 in the preceding
four weeks, further fell to 21’8 during the week ending
Dec 30th, and was 0-8 per 1000 below the mean rate during
the same period in the thirty-three large English towns. The
rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 19 6 in Edinburgh
and 20’3in Glasgow to 25-5 in Dundee and 36 in Perth. The
615 deaths in these towns included 29 which were re-

ferred to whooping-cough, 11 to scarlet fever, 9 to diarrhoea,
8 to diphtheria, 4 to "fever," 1 to measles, and 1 to

small-pox. In all, 63 deaths resulted from these principal
zymotic diseases, against 68 and 56 in the preceding
two weeks. These 63 deaths were equal to an annual rate
of 2’3 per 1000, which was lightly below the mean rate last
week from the same diseases in the thirty-three large
English towns. The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which
had declined from 33 to 27 in the preceding three weeks,
rose again to 29 last week, of which 10 occurred in Dundee,
8 in Glasgow, and 7 in Perth. The 11 deaths referred to
scarlet fever exceeded those recorded in any recent week,
and included 8 in Glasgow. The fatal cases of diphtheria,
which had been 13 and 10 in the preceding two weeks,
further declined to 8 last week, of which 3 occurred in

Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh. The 4 deaths referred to
different forms of "fever " showed a decline of 2 from the
number in the preceding week, and included 2 in Glasgow.
The fatal case of small-pox occurred in Leith. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns,
which had been 180 and 172 in the preceding two weeks,
further declined to 155 last week and were 56 below the number
in the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 27, or
more than 4 per cent., of the deaths in these eight towns
last week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 28 2 and 30’4
per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, further rose to
36 8 during the week ending Dec. 30 tb, a higher rate
than in any week since May, 1892. During the thir-
teen weeks of last quarter the death-rate in the city
averaged 27-4 per 1000, against 23-2 in London and 22 3 in
Edinburgh. The 247 deaths registered in Dublin during the
week under notice showed an increase of 43 upon the number
in the previous week, and included 20. nicn were referred
to the principal zymotic diseases, against 14 and 20 in the

preceding two weeks ; of these, 6 resulted from "fever,"
6 from whooping-cough, 3 from measles, 3 from diarrh&oelig;a,
2 from scarlet fever, and not one either from small-pox or
diphtheria. These 20 deaths were equal to an annual rate
of 3 0 per 1000, the zymotic death-rate during the
same period being 3 0 in London and 1-2 in Edin-
burgh. The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had been
3 and 6 in the preceding two weeks, were again 6 last
week. The deaths referred to different forms of "fever,"
which had been 6 and 10 in the preceding two weeks,
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declined again to 6 last week. The mortality from measles
and from scarlet fever exceeded that recorded in any recent
week. The 247 deaths registered in Dublin last week
included 44 of infants under one year of age and 50 of
persons aged upwards of sixty years ; the deaths of infants
showed a further increase upon recent weekly numbers, while
those of elderly persons showed a decline. Thirteen inquest
cases and 16 deaths from violence were registered ; and 89,
or more than a third, of the deaths occurred in public insti-
tutions. The causes of 20, or more than 8 per cent., of the.
deaths in the city last week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

MOVEMENTS IN THE MEDICAL STAFF.

SURGEON-CAPTATN ADAMSON has been posted to the

Curragh on return from foreign service, and Surgeon-Captain
White to Shorncliffe. Surgeon-Captain Allen has been

appointed to the Medical Staff of the Royal Arsenal, and his
place at Woolwich has been filled by Surgeon-Captain Hosie.
The following officers have resumed duty on return from
leave: Surgeon-Captain Sparks, Warley ; Surgeon-Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Anderson, Bury St. Edmunds; Surgeon-Major
Johnston, Edinburgh ; and Surgeon-Major Young, Parkhurst.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel H. S. Muir, M.D.,
A.M.S., Principal Medical Officer of the North-Western
District, is promoted to the rank of Surgeon-Colonel.

INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES.

The following appointments are announced: Surgeon-Major
J. Anderson, Civil Surgeon, Bareilly, to Visiting Medical
Charge of Pilibhit, in addition to his other duties. Surgeon-
Major D. F. Barry, Civil Surgeon, Sitapur, to be in Visiting
Medical Charge of Kheri, in addition to his other duties.
Surgeon-Captain W. B. Bannerman, M.D., to be Inspector of
Vaccination and Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Madras, in
succession to Surgeon-Major D. F. Dymott, who is appointed
to the Medical Charge of the 22nd Madras Infantry. Sur-
geon-Captain R. H. Clement, A.M S., is granted six months’
furlough to England, and Surgeon - Lieutenant - Colonel
P. Murphy, M.D., I.M.S., Civil Surgeon, Nasik, is allowed

furlough to Europe for twelve months. Surgeon-Lieutenant-
Colonel E. R. Johnson, I.M.S,, Secretary to the Principal
Medical Officer, Her Majesty’s Forces in India, retires from
the Service. The appointment of Surgeon-Captain Younger
to the 8th Bombay Infantry, notified in November last,
is cancelled.

NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICES.

Fleet-Surgeon Thomas Browne, M.D., has been promoted
to the rank of Deputy-Inspector-General of Hospitals and
Fleets in Her Majesty’s Fleet.
The following appointments are announced: Surgeons :

C. J. FyfEe, M.B., to the Raleigh; J. M. France, to the

Ringdove; G. E. Kennedy, to the Marathon; G. H. Foott,
.111,D., to the Lapwing,.- and J. M’C. Elwee, M.D., to

Plymouth Hospital.
THE VICTORIA CROSS.

The London Gazette of Jan. 2nd announces that Her
Majesty has signified her intention to confer the decoration
of the Victoria Cross upon the following officer in recognition
of his conspicuous bravery during the attack on the Sima
Post by Kachuis, on Jan. 6th last, as stated below : "Surgeon-
Major Owen Edward Pennefather Lloyd, Army Medical Staff.
During the attack on the Sima post by Kachuis, on Jan. 6th
last, Surgeon-Major Lloyd, on hearing that the commanding
officer, Captain Morton (who had left the fort to visit a picket
about eighty yards distant) was wounded, at once ran out to
his assistance under a close and heavy fire, accompanied by
Subadar Matab Singh. On reaching the wounded officer
Surgeon-Major Lloyd sent Subadar Matab Singh back for
further assistance, and remained with Captain Morton till
the Subadar returned with five men of the Magwe Battalion
of Military Police, when he assisted in carrying Captain
Morton back to the fort, where that officer died a few minutes
afterwards. The enemy were within ten or fifteen paces,
keeping up a heavy fire, which killed three men of the picket,

and also Bugler Purna Singh. This man accompanied Captain
Morton from the fort, showed great gallantry in supporting
him in his arms when wounded, and was shot while helping
to carry him back to the fort. The native officer and five
sepoys above alluded to have been awarded’the Order of
Merit. " 

PRINCIPAL MEDICAL OFFICER, MADRAS.
The post of Principal Medical Officer of Her Majesty’s

troops in Madras, in succession to Surgeon-Major-Genera1
Hoysted, has been conferred upon Surgeon-Colonel Walsh..
who receives local rank.

SECUNDERABAD.

It is reported that there is a great deal of fever at Secun-
derabad and that the Station Hospital is full of patients.
Her Majesty’s ship Crocodile on Jan. lst brought home

nine invalids for Netley from India.

SELF-GOVERN1tfENT AND SANITATION IN BENGAL.

The Pioneer Mail of Dec. 14th last contains a very common-
sense article upon the above subject. It appears that public
money is being spent in providing higher education for those
who could very well afford to provide it for themselves, while
the more urgent needs of sanitation in towns and villages are.
neglected. Our contemporary holds that the first object
which should claim the attention of both district boards anc?
municipalities is the keeping of the ratepayer alive and in
a better state of health than that in which the inhabitants
of some of the districts of Bengal spend their existence.
When these objects have been attained it will be time to think
of educating them. Primary education is no doubt necessary
for those who have to struggle through the fight for existence-
which the Indian peasant has to carry on, but higher educa-
tion forms no part of the obligation which the ratepayer has.
to carry out in the meantime. The removal of filth, a.

good water-supply, drainage, and the application of the
elementary principles of hygiene, are the primary and pressing
requirements of the native population. It is not so much from
the effects of opium that the unfortunate natives of India are
suffering, but from their living in the midst of surroundings
which are deadly in a climate like that of India. That is the
great and important question in India at the present time..

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.

Our service contemporary, the Army and Navy Gazette, of
last week contained a long article on this subject, apropos
of difficulties that had arisen in connexion with the appoint-
ments of principal medical officers. It will be remembered
that, in the case of what our contemporary designates
as the "Malta Muddle," there were two Surgeon-Major-
Generals on the strength of that garrison for some

months, and that the circumstance gave rise to a question
in Parliament ; and still more recently complications have
arisen in the case of the Madras command, owing to the diffi-
culty of meeting the requirements of the Government of’
India, on the one hand, and those of the authorities and

regulations of the service at home, on the other. The situa-
tion as sketched by our contemporary certainly appears to

: be a sufficiently curious and embarrassing one. The Army
and Navy Gazette alleges that the present condition of the-
Army Medical Department is most unsatisfactory and urges’
the appointment of a Royal Commission as a remedial
measure for the removal of existing evils which are, it,

alleges, alike unfair to the service and the taxpayers.
THE SANITATION OF SRINAGAR.

Visitors from India to Kashmir will be glad to learn that.
ja large and important scheme for the sanitation and improve-
. ment of the city of Srinagar is about to be carried out with

the liberal cooperation of the Maharajah and members of the
Kashmir Council. A sum of 3.13.800 rupees has been.

 sanctioned for the purpose. 
-

; THE LADY DUFFERIS HOSPITAL AT RAX&OON.

The local branch of the Lady Dufferin Fund appears to be-
r doing successful work at Rangoon. Lady Lansdowne, who.
ways accompanied by General Brackenbury and Captain
1 Pollen, after inspecting the hospital, was presented with an

address by Dr. Pedley setting forth the working of the branch
during the year, and her Excellency, in replying through

s General Brackenbury, expressed her great satisfaction
, with the hospital and the success of the movement in

, Burmah.


